In regards to what we might face, I would say the notable difficulty 
would be one we already face: police repression. I hope both APOC 
collectives and future; larger structures will organize with security in 
mind. 

imarisha: We always have to be careful building institutions, because 
people of color are already trapped in institutions that smother us. 
APOC is so newly birthed and we are still figuring out this new and 
yet very old child of ours. As we grow together, as a movement and 
as individual organizers, and as the organizing work we're already 
doing grows, we will decide what shape our work will take. I have no 
doubt it will take many different shapes, molded by powerful and 
insightful work already being done. 



aguilar: Looking back, one of the best things to come out of the 
conference was that no organization came out of it. 
As I mentioned earlier, I think one of the biggest issues we face as a 
freedom movement is dealing with internalized issues such as self- 
hate, disunity, and lack of trust. Unfortunately, many political 
movements are not equipped to deal with these. Although a 
righteous sense of indignation makes us want to fight back, we're lost 
without a clear base of unity. Without an analysis and a willingness 
to fight the war on all fronts, including the war in ourselves and 
among our nations, our anger is ruling the work instead of our vision 
for the future. 

Networks are coming together now, but our organization will spring 
forth in a way I don't think anyone has seen in many years. In 
unofficial ways, we already have an organization, meaning that we 
already have committees; local groups are forming, and so on. Our 
basis of unity is broad and, as the movement matures, clarifying it 
might be helpful. 
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It also helped us connect to our own history of anarchism. As 
various peoples of color, most of us have a culture of anti- 
authoritarianism, whether it was called communalism, tribalism, 
primitivism, or whatever other name given to it by European 
colonizers. Anarchism, to me, is a fancy name for what cultures of 
color have been practicing for millennia. The APOC conference 
gave us a foundation to realize this and to work toward rebuilding 
what has been stolen from us. 

angel gonzalez: Everyone I knew who participated in the 
conference was aware that something big was happening. What we 
are seeing is the emergence of a new movement, even a new 
identity. To myself, and many others, the conference was about 
building community and reconnecting with our identities in different 
ways. 

As far as difficulties, there were rumors of a potential attack by white 
supremacists and internal disputes among organizers, but these 
were overshadowed by the overwhelmingly positive conference. 
There were, however, minor issues with fundraising for 
transportation. We had a lot of support but unfortunately we received 
the money too late for it to be of any use! 

-Clearly, anarchists need to continuously innovate and 
learn from thinkers outside of the anarchist tradition if 
anarchism is going to be relevant to the world. Can you 
identify some non-anarchist thinkers that are or could 
be especially relevant to anarchists of color? If so, why 
are they relevant?- 
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aguilar: I mentioned various authors worth reading in an interview I 
did with The Female Species zine some time back and a lot of 
people took offense at the fact that I named figures like Che 
Guevara, for example. I'm glad you are asking that question, 
because I think this relates to another healthy debate that speaks to 
our core values. 

It is not enough for anarchists to speak up against the state, uphold 
the necessity of anti-authoritarianism, and revolt. If previous 
rebellions have shown us anything, it's that our idealism and taking 
to the streets can only take this so far. We may feel righteous about 
our action, but we leave no legacy and the powers never change. In 
my opinion, we need to be more conscious of the world around us 
and its history. Knowledge of the past is essential for understanding 
the present and grasping what forces are at work: it gives us hints 
about future developments. We need to start examining what non- 
and even anti-anarchist thinkers of color have to say. Anyone who Is 
open to learning should be willing to look beyond the tradition and 
see where we can grow. 

There are some pretty obvious anti-colonial movements that should 
be required study material, if only because they did something that 
inspired so many by standing up to settlers and showing them the 
door. That's a beautiful thing, no matter how you slice it. 
I always recommend J. Sakai's Settlers (Chicago: Momingstar Press, 
1989) and Reies L6pezTijerina's autobiography, They Called Me 
'King Tige? (Houston, TX: Arte Publico press, 2001). In addition, a 
companera recently shared with me some powerful writings by 
academics (a category of writers I normally dismiss): Jared Sexton, 
Steve Marti not, and Tomas Almaguer have all written some fantastic 
works. 



"Many people in this country who want to see us the minority and 
who don't want us taking too militant or too uncompromising a 
stand are absolutely against the successful regrouping or organizing 
of any faction in this country whose thought and whose thinking 
pattern is international rather than national." - Malcolm X 
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